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Reassured, he backtracked until he found a gate. His hands roved over it

secking a latch. He found a lock. A touch pad with lettered keys. s ~
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faughing and ballooang; swimming and duck-diving in its dark waters.

he heard the squeak of a hinge. The gatc opened as if he were expectod.
This was whar be had come for




3ut ax he drew closer, he realised that he was wroag. The tower of his
ikhood had been red with rust. Rotten almost. This tower was briglht : : )
\l":\l l;:K = i freshl ' lished e ' Wiy woukd tiey do thar? he wonderec]. Unless ir's 1o keep the wacer
ng, 3 freshly po - . 2 g 3 !
and gleaming, 35 11 fresialy polisace ; cokd inside, ard he shivered, thinking of it And the dark ..

Ie's fust @ prece of metal, he rold himsclf. Afways was, Always wall be
Now get up there and do what you came for




He made his way to the ladder and began 1o climb.

But he did not remember it being so steep, nos 50 high. ' And when he finally reached the top, the silvery surface Jooked

sa smooth, s¢ slippery, that his courage almost failed him.
'l Whar was there to be afrasd of? Falling? Being pushed?




